TWO FRESHMEN FROM THE MOUNTAINS     103
in livestock and horse and sheep breeders. From the earliest days, young Wayne was taught to get along with animals and especially to raise poultry; while still in high school, he exhibited prize birds at county fairs. Above all, his father kept him interested in horses. Wayne never forgot, and still likes to quote to this day, something his father told him when he was only knee high, "The outside of a horse is good for the inside of a boy."
But it is more than merely horses that brought Wayne Morse to Washington, and made him one of the most outspoken and conscientious legislators in the country.
Morse's dominant characteristic, outside his obvious brain power and wire-taut nervous energy, is courage. He told me once, "You know, people like a scrapper. I always try to be good natured, but I certainly punch hell out of a lot of people/'
Morse practically never equivocates or straddles. He speaks out for what he thinks is right, and lets the chips fall where they may. For instance he fought Harry Bridges to a standstill in an arbitration case, and then appeared as a character witness for him in one of the Bridges trials. He tries to decide every issue on its merit, without regard to party label. He never takes the "blanket view" of a man like Bushfield. For instance he once told the Senate that the OPA "needed a house-cleaning from top to bottom and I would start with Chester Bowles and send him back to the advertising business." But at about the same time he voted for the confirmation of Henry Wallace as secretary of commerce and Aubrey Williams as REA administrator. Only two other Republican senators voted for Williams: Aiken (Vermont) and Longer (North Dakota).
In January, 1946, Morse vigorously attacked Senator Taft of Ohio as a survivor of the old Ohio gang that had destroyed the traditional liberalism of the Republican party, and then in April he let loose a blast heard around the country, following the choice of Taft's candidate, B. Carroll Reece, as new chairman of the Republican National Committee:
The meeting of the Republican National Committee at the Statler Hotel last night was a grand flop. If [this] program is to constitute Republican policy during the next two years, the Republican National Committee will re-elect Harry Truman in spite of everything he is doing to defeat himself.
We listened to the same old cliches and reactionary nostrums ad nauseam which have produced Republican defeats since 1932.
A little later he snapped hard and briskly at Mr. Truman, saying that the president's speech to Congress on May 25 about the railway strike was "one of the cheapest exhibitions of ham acting" ever known* Morseys